20 July 1849. 12 & 13 Vict. 




BILL 



The Prevention of Accidents and Dangers to Pas- 
sengers upon public Roads and Highways in 
Ireland, and for the Punishment of Offences 
relating thereto. 



[Note The Words printed in Italics are proposed to be inserted 

in the Committee.] 



W HEREAS it is expedient that Provision sliould be made Preamble, 
for the Prevention of Accidents and Dangers to Passen- 
gers upon public Roads and Highways in Ireland, and for 
the Punishment of Offences relating thereto : Be it therefore enacted 
5 by the Queen’s most Excellent Majesty, by and with the Advice and 
Consent of the Lords Spiritual and Temporal, and Commons, in this 
present Parliament assembled, and by the Authority of the same, That Names of 
the Owner of every Dray, Waggon, Cart, or other such Carriage shall Owners to be 
paint or cause to be painted upon some conspicuous Part of the all Carts, 

10 Right or Off Side of his Dray, Waggon, Cart, or other such Car- Waggons, 
riage, or upon the Off Side Shafts thereof, before the same shall public Roads 
be used on any public Road, Street, or Highway in Ireland, his 
Christian Name and Surname, and his Addition or Occupation, and 
the Place of his Trade or Abode, or the Christian and Surname, 



15 Addition or Occupation, and Place of Trade or Abode of a Partner 
or other Owner thereof, at full Length, in large legible Letters not 
less than One Inch in Height, and continue the same thereupon so 
54i2. A {ong 
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2 Accidents and Dangers to Passengers [Deland), 

long as such Dray, "Waggon, Cart, or other such Carriage shall be 
used upon any public Road, Street, or Highway ; and every Owner 
of any Dray, Waggon, Cart, or other such Carriage who shall use or 
allow the same to be used on any public Road, Street, or Highway 
without the Name and Descriptions painted thereon as aforesaid, or 5 
who shall suffer the same to become illegible, or who shall paint or 
cause to be painted any false or fictitious Name or Place of Trade 
or Abode on such Dray, Waggon, Cart, or other such Carriage, shall 
forfeit and pay, on Conviction, for every such Offence, a Sum not 
exceeding Forty Shillings, 10 

II- And be it enacted, That whosoever shall act as the Driver 
d^rgeof or the sole Care and Charge of T-wo or more Carts, Drays, 
^vo Cartj ^ Waggons, or other such Carriages on any public Road, Street, or 
Highway shall be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Twenty Shillings, 
drawn by unless in the Cases where Two Carts, Drays, or Waggons, or other 15 
Horaf^ch. 5“*^^ Carriages, and no more, shall be drawn each by One Horse 
only, and the Horse of the hinder Cart, Dray, Waggon, or other 
such Carriage shall be attached by a sufficient Rein to the Back of 
the Cart, Dray, Waggon, or other such Carriage which shall be 
foremost. 20 



Drivers of 
Waggons or 
Carts not to 
ride thereon, 
unless some 
other Person 
guide tliem. 



Driver of 
any Carriage 
causing Hurt 
or Damage 
to others, or 
ciuitting the 
Road, or 
driving Cart, 
&o. without 
Owner’s 
Name, and 
refusing 
to tell his 
Name, or not 
keeping the 
Left or Near 
Side, or in- 
terrupting 
free Passage, 
or driving 
furiously, 
&c.,orDriver 
of Hackney 



III. And be it enacted, That if the Person having the Care and 
Charge of any Dray, Waggon, Cart, or other Carriage of any kind shall 
ride upon any such Carriage, or upon any Horse or Horses drawing 
the same, on any public Road, Street, or tiighway, not being 
accompanied by some other Person on Foot or on Horseback to guide 05 
the same (such Carriages and Carts as are driven with Reins, and are 
conducted by some Person holding the Reins of all the Horses 
drawing the same, excepted), or if the Driver of any Carriage what- 
soever on any Part of any public Road, Street, or Highway shall by 
Negligence or wilful Misbehaviour cause any Hurt or Damage to any go 
Person, Horse, Cattle, or Goods conveyed in any Carriage passing or 
being upon such Road, Street, or Highway, or sliall negligently or 
wilfully be at such Distance from such Carriage, or in such a Situation 
whilst it shall be passing upon such Road, Street, or Highway, that he 
cannot have the Direction and Government of the Plorses or Cattle 35 
drawing the same, or shall leave any Cart, Dray, Waggon, or Carrko-e 
on such Road, Street, or Highway, so as to obstruct the Passage 
thereof ; or if any Person shall drive or act as the Driver of any Di-ay, 
Waggon, Cart, or other such Carriage, not having the Owner’s 
Name thereon as hereby required, and remaining legible thereon, and 40 
shall refuse to tell or to discover the true Christian and Surname of 
the Owner of such Waggon, Cart, or Carriage; or if the Driver 
of any Car, Dray, Waggon, Cart, or other Carriage whatsoever, or 

of 
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Accidents and Dangers to Passengers {Ireland^. 

of any I^rse or other Animal, meeting any other Car, Dray. Cat, it. 

'^agpn, Cart, or other Carriage, or Horse or other Animal, shall 

not keep his Car, Dray, Waggon, Cart, or Carriage, or Horse or a“t'"he 
Mher Animal on the Left or Near Side of the Hoad. Street, or 
5 Highway, or rf passing any other Car, Dray, Waggon, Cart, or other 

Carnage, or Horse or other Ammal, going in the same Dirertion, O'™". 

s lall not in all Cases where it is practicable go and pass to die Right 
.^de of such other Car, Dray, Waggon, Cart, or other Carriage, or 

10 wilfully prevent any other Person from passing him, or auv Car 
Dray, Wagpn, Cart, or other Carriage, or Horse or other Animal’ 
under Ins C.are, upon such Road, or by Negligence or Misbehaviour 
prevent, hinder, or interrupt the free Passage of any Person, Waggon, 

^ Horse or otlier Animal, on any public 
lo Road, Street, or Highway; or if any Person riding any HoL or 
nmial or driving any Sort of Carriage, shall ride or drive the same 
furious^ on any public Road, Street, or Highway, so as to endanger 

Danger of the Passengers, or shall by Carelessness or wilful Misbe- 
20 haviour cause any Hurt or Damage to any Person or Property being 
TO any public Road. Street, or Highway, or if the Driver of any 
or Carriage let on Hire, shall, during 
such Employment be drunk, or use abusive or insulting Langua<re to 
any Person travelling or about to travel or having travelled as a“pas- 
20 senger with or by such Car or Carriage; every Person so offending in 
1 , aforesaid, and being convicted of any such OffeMe 

either by the View of a Justice or by Irformation before any Justic^ 
or Jus ices of the Peace, shall, in addition to any Civil ActioTto 
which he may make himself liable, for every such Offence forfeit any 

tliTo’ “'f Shillings, in case such Driver shall not be 
the Owner of such Waggon, Cart, or other Carriage, and in case the 
Offender be the Owner of such Waggon, Cart, or other Carriage 
then any Sum not exceeding Rbriy Shillings; and every such 
D,™ offending in either of the said Cases shall and may. by the 
SS Authority of this Act, with or without any Warrant, be apprehended 
^ Offence committed, and be con 

veyed before any Justice or Justices of the Peace, to be dealt with 
according to Law ; and if any such Driver in any of the Cases p j- 

40 Name, it stall and may be lawful ifMver^li 

40 for the said Justice or Justices of the Peace before whom he shall he 

feken or to whom any such Complaint shall be made, to commit him '' 

to the Common Gaol or House of Correction, there to be kept to hard 
Labour for any Time not exceeding One Calendar Month, or to 
proceed against him for the Penalty aforesaid by a Description of his 
45 Parson the Offence only, without adding any Name or Designa- 

« tion, 



Printed image digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




i Accidents and Dangers to Passengers [Ireland). 

tion, but expressing in the Proceedings that he refused to discover 
Compema- his Name ; and in every Case where any such Hurt or Damage shall 
tion tor caused as aforesaid, the Justice or Justices, upon the 

Hearing of the Complaint, may, in addition to any Penalty herem 
recoverabU „c(,yi(jed, adjudge as and for Compensation to he paid to any Party 5 
?oi'?n i Lgrieved as aforesaid a Sum not exceeding Two Founds, mi may 
Cases. Owner of the Carriage the Driver of which shall have 

caused such Hurt or Damage fortliwith to pay such Sum, and also 
such Costs as shall have been incurred, and Payment thereof may be 
enforced against such Owner as any Penalty or Sum of Money may 10 
be recovered under and by virtue of this Act, and subject to like 
Provision as to Imprisonment in case of Nonpayment ; and any Sum 
which shall be so paid by the Owner shall and may in like Manner be 
recovered by him in a summary Way before a Justice or Justices of 
the Peace from the Driver through whose Default such Sum shall IS 
have been so paid, upon Proof of the Payment thereof pursuant to 
the Order of the Justice or Justices ; or it shall be lawful for the 
Justice or Justices, in the first instance, to adjudge the Amount of 
such Compensation to be paid by such Driver to the Party aggrieved, 
and to be recovered in like Manner and subject to like Provisions. 20 

Children IV. And be it enacted, That no Cart, Dray, Waggon, or odier 
under Thii- Carriage, and no Hackney Car or Carriage, or Car or Carriage 

n'oTto dr"e let on Hire, travelling on any public Road, Street, or Highway, shall 
Carts, &e., or gjiven by any Person who shall not be of the full Age of Thirteen 
c “rtagi. Years, under a Penalty not exceeding Ten Shillings, to be paid by the 25 
Owner of such Carriage or Vehicle. 

Persons V. And be it enacted, That every Person who shall, within any 

obstruclmg Borougli, or Market Town in Ireland, or within a Quarter of a 

&c., or Hook- Mile from the Boundary thereof, (save the Cities of Dublin and Cork, 
ney Car- Borough of Belfast,) cause any Dray, Waggon, Cart, or other 30 

SS’or"^ such Carriage, or any Public or Hackney Car or Carriage, to stand in 
Street in Street, public Road, Highway, or Thoroughfare longer than may 

To™rii.ble be necessary for loading or unloading, or for taking up or setting 
to a Penalty Passencrers, (except any Dray, Waggon, Cart, or other such 

IT&rls, Carriage lawfully standing in any Place customarily used for such 35 

&C. in Fairs Purpose in any public Market or Pair, and except any Public or 
Z hS Hackney Car or Carriage standing for Hire in any Stand or Place 

Carriages allowed for such Purpose by any Order in Writing to be made from 

in Stands Justices of the Peace at the Petty Sessions of 

Ju°shL.^ the respective District, and which Order such Justices shall from 40 
Power of Time to Time be empowered to make,) and any Person who shall 
inSsuch within any such City, Borough, or Market Town, or within such 
Stands. Limits as aforesaid, except as herein-before excepted, by means of any 

Dray, 
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Accidents and Dangers to Passengers {Ireland). 5 

Dray, Waggon, Cart, or other such Carriage, or by means of any Public 
or Hackney Car or Carriage, wilfully interrupt any public Crossing, or 
wilfully cause any Obstruction in any public Road, Street, Highway, 
or Thoroughfare, shall be liable to a Penalty not exceeding Twenty 
5 Shillings. 

VL Provided always, and be it enacted. That nothing herein This Act nut 
contained shall be construed to prevent any Person from being 
indicted tor any indictable Offence made punishable on summary mcut. 
Conviction by this Act, or to relieve any Person from being liable 
10 under any other Act or Acts to any other or higher Penalty or 
Punishment than is provided for such Offence by this Act, so (never- 
theless) that no Person be punished twice for the same Offence. 

VII. And be it enacted, That any Justice or Justices within his or Offences how 
their Jurisdiction shall be empowered summarily to convict any Person *”*^‘*' 

15 charged with any Offence against this Act on the Oath of One or 
more Witnesses, or by his own Confession, and to award the Penalty 
or Punishment herein provided for such Offence ; and the Party 
complaining shall be a competent Witness. 

VIII. And be it enacted, That all Fines and Forfeitures inflicted Forfeitures 
20 by virtue of this Act, if not immediately paid, shall be levied by byDistJesa 

Distress and Sale of the Offender’s Goods, by Warrant under the and Saie, 
Hand and Seal of a Justice of the Peace, together with all Expenses 
attending the levying the same; and all such Fines, unless otherwise directed, 
specially directed by this Act, shall, when levied and paid, be given, ’J/- 

7-T ,/. , T /. I > & J tween Iitfur- 

25 one Half to the Inrorraer or Complainant, and the other Half to Diets and 
such Dispensary, Hospital, or Infirmary as the Justice or Justices 
shall direct; and in case any Fine be not immediately paid upon 
Conviction, or within such Time as the Justice or Justices shall 
appoint, it shall be lawful for the Justice or Justices of the Peace 
30 before whom such Conviction shall have been made to commit the 
Offender to Gaol for any Time not exceeding One Calendar Month, 
or until the Fine be paid. 

IX. And be it enacted, That when any Distress shall be made for Tlie Party 
any Sum or Sums of Money to be levied by virtue of this Act, the 

35 Distress itself shall not be deemed unlawful, nor the Party or Parties Tn-spass^eHii 
making the same be deemed a Trespasser or Trespassers, on account f'fns'-'qupuco 
of any Defimlt or Want of Form in any Proceedings relating thereto, UrltT" '' 
nor shall the Party or Parties distraining be deemed a Trespasser or 
Trespassers ab initio on account of any subsequent Irregularity on 
4-0 the Part of the Party or Parties disti-aining, but the Person or Persons 
•aggrieved by such Irregularity may recover full Satisfaction for the 
special Damages in any Action on the Case. 

54-2. X. And 
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General X. And be it enacted, That if any Person shall be sued, molested, 

b^pl^ded. putting into execution any of the Powers contained 

in this Act, or for doing any Act, Matter, or Thing pursuant thereto, 
such Person shall and may plead the General Issue, and give the special 
Matter in Evidence, and, as the Case may be, may avow the taking 5 
any Distress on the Justice’s Warrant merely, without going into 
other Title or Authority ; and if the Plaintiff or Plaintiffs shall be 
nonsuited, or Judgment be given against him, her, or them, upon 
Demurrer or otherwise, or a Verdict pass for the Defendant or 
Defendants, such Defendant or Defendants shall have his, her, or 10 
their Treble Costs. 

enacted, That this Act shall extend only to Ireland. 

land. 

Act may be XII. And be it enacted, That this Act may be amended or repealed 
amended, &c. , i-i- r, . ~ 

this Session. Act to be passed in this present Session of Parliament. 
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